Criminal Jurisprudence considered in relation to Mental on the formation and state of health of its material instrument the brain." This must, we think, be granted, since it is impossible that the soul can manifest itself, except through the instrumentality of matter. The next proposition is, that diseases or disorders of the cerebral structure will give rise to functional disorders of the mind's organ, and consequently of the mental manifestations. We fear that every close observer will see too much truth in this second proposition ; for not only cerebral, but hepatic, gastric, and intestinal disorders or irritations will disturb or even completely destroy, for a time, the healthy manifestations of the mind. " The question then arises, why do we not treat irregularities of the mind in the same way as we treat all other physical disorders, viz. by confining ourselves solely to an attempt to cure the patient; and why do we talk of punishment when we are considering a case of morbid action of the brain, any more than when we are considering a case of morbid action of the heart, the lungs, or any other organ ?" 5.
The great difficulty is to define the limit between sanity, with responsibility, and insanity, with irresponsibility. In respect to capital punishment, the opinion is daily increasing that it is unnatural, and inefficient, even for murder. What is it but legal murder after all ? A man takes away the life of another. Let the example be followed, and let the murderer be hanged. This, no doubt, is the " lex talionis," but it is neither merciful to the culprit nor protective to society. It We recommend this cheap pamphlet, containing the matter of a middlesized octavo volume, and only sixpence in price, to our readers, with an assurance that they will find in it much food for reflection.
